VET’S VANTAGE

Wisconsin Dept. Of Veterans AffairsLoan Moratorium Inside this issue:

. . . . . L WDVA Loan Morato- 1
Effective December 1, 2011, the Wis- in 2010-11, in spite of competitivein- rium

consin Department of Veterans Affairs| terest rates. Funding for the personal
isenactingamoratoriumonitspri- loan program comesfrom the Veter-
mary mortgage loan program, home ans Trust Fund. The moratorium on
improvement loan program and per - the personal loan program will pre-
sonal loan program that provideloans | | servecash and extend the solvency of
to qualifying state veterans. The mora- | | the Veterans Trust Fund permitting
torium will last indefinitely. the Department to refocus effortson
The state issues general obligation other veteransbenefitsand services.

bondsto finance primary mortgage Thefollowingisinformation on Home
loans and home improvement loans L oans available to veterans.

and may useequity or exc&raﬁsinsur- he || The Wisconsin Housing and Economic
ance reservesto make such loans. The [l e oio0ment Authority (WHEDA)
mortgage loan program wasdesigned | ;i des home loans under The

to be self-amortizing and, therefore, WHEDA Advantage Program. The
sufficient interest rates must be WHEDA Advantage Program offersa
charged to borrowersto keep theloan variety of benefitsto home buyersin-
program solvent. Theprimary mort- {8 ,4ing Down Payment Assistance
gage loan interest rate the Department & 1\ 5ygh the Easy Close Advantage

could offer, in recent times, has ex- Program, 30 year fixed mortgage
ceeded the aver age conventional mar - ratgs atd #9

ket rate. Accordingly, no new bonds
havebeen issued by the stateand no
new primary mortgage loans have
been made since November 2009,
when fundsin themortgageloan pro-
gram wer e fully committed.

Thehomeimprovement loan program
has been funded with excess insurance
reservesfor aperiod of time; however,
demand for the program, like conven-
tional market home equity loans, has
diminished in recent years.

Demand has also decreased for the
personal loan program with 209 loans
madein 2009-10 and 136 loans made
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ARLINGTON CEMETERY UPDATE:

A painstaking review of nearly
260,000 grave markersat Ar-
lington National Cemetery has
so far revealed no further evi-
dence of misplaced or misiden-
tified gravesiteslike the ones
that led the Army to oust the
cemetery'stop management
last year, cemetery officials
said in a briefing November 4.
Still, the cemetery hasfound
tensof thousands of lesser dis-
crepancies between theinfor-
mation on headstonesand sup-
porting paperwork, requiring
review by ateam of research
analystsand, in some cases,
replacement of headstonesto
fix theerror. An Army inspec-
tor general report last year
revealed that morethan 200
gravesiteswere potentially
mislabeled or misplaced inside
thecemetery. Subsequent in-
vestigation deter mined those
werelargely paperwork errors
as opposed to having actual
bodiesin the wrong place.

The Army'sOld Guard, its
official ceremonial unit, were
sent to the cemetery over the
summer to photograph every
marker at the cemetery with
iPhones, and built an elec-
tronic database to replace
what had largely been a system
of paper records. Roughly one
in four of thegrave markers
checked so far has shown some
type of discrepancy between
the headstone and the support-
ing paperwork, officials said.
Those problemsinclude mis-
spelled names, mistaken reli-
gious affiliations or improperly
identified military rank, or
mistakes on a person's date of
birth or date of death. That

doesn't mean that all of those dis-
crepancies represent mistakes. In
some cases, the discrepanciesre-
flect past practicesthat are no
longer followed. In the 1920s and
1930s, for instance, it was common
tonot includea spouse'snameon a
headstone, even when the spouse
was buried next to a loved one,
officials said. Or the headstone
could be completely accurate and
theonly mistakeisatypoon an
internal document that was never
seen by the public. A team of 70
analysts sorting through all of the
paperwork in advance of a Decem-
ber deadlineto file a congression-
ally mandated report on the ceme-
tery'sprogressin fixing past mis-
takes. Col. John Schrader, co-
chair of a gravesite accountability
task force, has completed 86 per-
cent of itswork sofar, and hasnot
come across any of the"Whois
buried where?" problemsthat
captured headlinesin 2009 and
2010. Cemetery officials have
tapped Army expertise across the
country to update and improve
their records. Analytics experts
built the softwareto createa de-
tailed electronic databasethat re-
places the typewritten paper re-
cords. Geospatial experts have
conducted flyovers of the cemetery
to create detailed mapsthat can be
used to show electronically where
people are buried and which
gravesitesare till available. Sen.
Claire McCaskill (D-MO) who had
previously suggested that author -
ity over the cemetery should be
transferred from the Army to the
Department of Veteransaffairs,
said Friday that she now feels com-
fortable with the Army continuing

to operatethe cemetery. [Source: As-
sociated PressMatthew Bar akat article Novem-

ber 4,2011 ++]

Bronze Star for Infantry
WWII Veterand!

Infantrymen who served in ground
combat during World War Il be-
tween December 7, 1941 and Sep-
tember 2, 1945, are eligible to apply
for a Bronze Star Medal (BSM),
according to the U.S. Army Human
Resour ces Command. Approval is
virtually guaranteed for thosere-
cipientsof the Combat | nfantry-
man'sBadge (CIB) or the Combat
Medic's Badge (CMB). Army regu-
lationsthat govern thisaward may
befoundin AR 600-8-22, Military
Awards.

Next of kin may apply for the post-
humous award(s). If the veteran has
previously received a BSM during
combat for a specific act of bravery,
heor hisnext of kinisstill eligibleto
apply for aBSM.."

If you meet the above criteria, and
wish to apply for your bronze star,
please call and makean appoint-
ment with Dawn at the Waushara
County Veterans Officeto fill out
theform. You will need to bringin
your DD 214 if you have never been
in thisoffice before. It takesafew
monthsto get the medal onceinitial
application is signed and sent to the
National Personnel Records. Call
Waushara County Veterans
(920)787-0446 if you wish to apply.
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WDVA and State Treasury Unclaimed Funds

(MADISON) — The Wisconsin
State Treasury and the Wiscon-
sin Department of Veterans Af-
fairs(WDVA) areteaming up
to help veterans claim money
they may havelost or forgotten.
The agreement between WDVA
Secr etary John Scocosand
State Treasurer Kurt Schuller
permitsthe Unclaimed Prop-
erty Unit in the State Treasury
to begin matching social secu-
rity numbersfrom the Treasury
databasewith thosein a De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
database. Veteranswho have
unclaimed assets will receive
checksfrom the State Treasury.

“Itisour hopethat we can
makeit easier for veteransto
claim their own cash...money
they might not even know they
aremissing,” State Treasurer
Kurt Schuller said. “ These he-
roes who have fought for our
freedoms deserve alittle extra
help from the State.”

“Sharinginformation to match
unclaimed assets with theright-
ful owner just makes sense,”
Secretary Scocos added. “This
partnership with the Treasury
isjust one more small way we
can help those who have served
and sacrificed for our country.”

The State Treasury isholding
mor e than $400 million in un-
claimed funds. The State Treas-
urer and his staff of claimsex-
aminersareworkingtoreturn
as much of that as possible
every day.

Anyone can search for un-
claimed money on the Wiscon-
sin State Treasury website,
www.statetr easury.wi.gov.
Just click on the magnifying

glass on the homepage.

Thisarticle was sent by the
Wisconsin Department of Vet-
erans Affairsto our office. If
you do not have online capabil-
ity, your local library most
likely does. They can assist you
in your search tofind out if
your nameison thelist!

Happy Hunting!

HOMDAY GLOSINGS:.

ool

WAUSHARA COUNTY VET-
ERANS’ SERVICES WILL BE

CLOSED,
FRIDAY, DEC 23RD, 2011 &

MONDAY, DEC 26TH FOR
CHRISTMAS

WE WILL ALSO BE CLOSED

MONDAY, JAN 2ND, 2012
FOR THE NEW YEAR CELE-

BRATION.

“WE WISH YOU A MERRY
CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY

NEW YEAR.”

“ISNVLSP Legitimate?”

Attention Agent Orange exposed
veterans. We have had several
phone callsin the past few weeks
of veterans who have been granted
service connected disabilities due
to agent orange exposur e, being
approached by the National Veter-
ansLegal Services Program or the
NVLSP. The National Veterans
Legal ServicesProgram “Nehmer
L awsuit Division” has been send-
ing veterans who wer e service con-
nected for ischemic heart disease
(IHD), or coronary artery disease
(CAD) and asking them to give
information regarding their settle-
ments. We areurging veteransto
work with the NVLSP. They ask
specific questionsto make sure
that veterans were given the
proper amount of back pay, and
compensation. The NVL SP was
instrumental in obtaining the
CAD/ IHD benefitsfrom the VA in
thefirst place, and have wor ked
for veteransfor 30 yearsat no cost
totheveteran.

Theletter will ask the “ effective
date” the VA gaveyou heart dis-
ease benefits, the “approximate
date” you were diagnosed with any
typeof heart disease, NOT HY -
PERTENSION. And they will ask
you the approximate date you filed
aclaimin writingtothe VA for
compensation or pension. There
are also 2 other questions for the
veteran to answer and if they can
answer “yes’ to either question,
they suggest contacting your VA
Representative, or an attorney you
may ask torepresent you tofilea
Notice of Disagreement, or an Ap-
peal. If you haveany further ques-
tions, please call Waushara County
Veterans Services Office. (920)787-
0446.
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OIF/OEF VETERANS EXPOSURE TO TOXIC BURN PITSUPDATE:

Poor air quality in Iraq and Afghanistan may be a bigger threat to service members' health than exposureto
toxic smoke from burn pits, researcherssay. A report by the Institute of Medicine, conducted at the request of the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, found particulate matter at the Joint Base Balad burn pit at the height of
thelraq War that could cause long-term respiratory illnesses, Starsand Stripesreported. However, thereport
also said the particulateslikely came from background sour ces -- " windblown dust combined with carbon and
heavy metalsfrom transportation and industrial activities' not theburn pit'stoxic smoke. With thisfactored in,
the study found no additional threat from the plastic, metal and other waste burned in the burn pit fires. None-
theless, the study author s pointed out the findingsaren't meant to provethat working and living around burn pits
was safe. Theresearchers said the air-quality monitoring data supplied by the Department of Defense was limited
in usefulness and only gave a partial picture of what chemicalstroops may have been inhaled. A follow-up study
of the health records of troops stationed at Balad - before and after the burn pit -- should be conducted to better
determinethelong-term health risks might be to those exposed, the resear cher s recommended.

Thelnstitute of Medicinereport recommended a burn pit registry asalogical follow up. Veterans exposed to
burn pitsduring their war deployments are backing legislation to create an ongoing registry of patientsand ill-
nesses believed connected to the toxic smoke, suggesting it may bethelast chanceto discover what long-term
health problemsthey‘ll face. On November 3, Rep. Todd Akin (R-MO) and Sen. Tom Udall (D-NM) introduced
companion billsH.R.3337 & S.1798 (Open Burn Pit Registry Act of 2011) requiring the Department of Veterans
Affairsto createaburn pit registry, similar to past effortstrackingillnessesrelated to Agent Orange and Gulf
War Illness. The measures do not mandate new benefitsor treatment for those veterans, but will establish a data-
base of common symptomsfor physiciansto usein futureresearch. Aubrey Tapley, national legislative director of
Burn Pits 360, an advocacy group working on behalf of Irag and Afghanistan troopswith illnesses believe to be
related to thetoxic fumes, said because of that lack of data, researcherswill likely never know exactly what
chemicalstroopswer e breathing all those years. So theregistry isour best alternativeto help find answerson
this, shesaid.

Veteransareencouraged to contact their legislator sand let them know they should support thelegislation sub-
mitted which would establish a Burn Pit Registry. An expeditorsway to do thisisto go to the NGAS Action Alert
site http://capwiz.com/usdr/issues/?style=D and use the prefor matted editable messages listed to send to their rep-
resentative and senators. [Source: United Press | nternational article 1 Nov 2011 ++]

Blood Tests to Determine Traumatic Brain Injury?

A new study published Novem-
ber 8, in the Annals of Emer-
gency Medicine found that pa-
tientswith TBI had a signifi-
cantly higher amount of an
acidic protein in their blood
than those without TBI. The
physicians or ganization was
excited that this could reduce
the number of CT scansdone
in emergency rooms, but it
also holdsthe possibility of an
indicator for TBI that can be
done on the battlefield to de-

termine whether a service
member suffered a TBI in an
explosion. It'sthe most com-
mon injury in Afghanistan and
often isn‘t discovered until af-
ter the service member returns
home. The study's author s be-
lievethat thetest for the pro-
tein, done within four hours of
injury, hasthe potential to
show the severity of the head
trauma. " We can perform
blood tests now for heart at-

tack, and hopeto be ableto do

the samefor traumatic brain
injury, Linda Papa, the lead
author of the study. [Sour ce:
Stars& Stripes Megan
McCloskey article 8 Nov 2011
++]
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War of 1812 Flagship U.S.S. Scorpion

Found

An artist’s rendering of the U.S.S.
Scorpion, part of Joshua Barney's
Chesapeake Bay Flotilla in the War
of 1812, which was scuttled to pre-
vent the approaching British Army
from commandeering his vessels on

August 22, 1814

A U.S. Navy ship that has
rested on the bottom of the
Patuxent River for nearly 200
yearsisslowly revealingitsse-
cretsto archaeologists, a senior
Navy administrator said Octo-
ber 19th, duringa" DOD Live"
blogger sroundtable, Bob Ney-
land, head of the Navy'sunder -
water archaeology branch, dis-
cussed the excavation of the
USS Scor pion, which was scut-
tled during the War of 1812.
Theexcavation ispart of Mary-
land's effort to create a tourism
sitesfor the bicentennial of a
war whose biggest claim to
fameisinspiring" The Star-
Spangled Banner." Based in
part on Virginia'sexperience
with revenue generated by
Civil War sites, bicentennial
boostersestimate the 32
months of events planned to
commemor ate the War of 1812
could generate $1 billion in
tourism spending. This vessel
was the namesake for five more
U.S. naval vesselsthelast of
which (SSN-589) disappeared
in MAY 1968 from still un-
known causes.

The Scor pion, the flagship of
Commodor e Joshua Barney's
Chesapeake Bay Flatilla, islo-

cated about 30 minutes outside
Washington. During the War of
1812, Barney was charged to pro-
tect Washington from invading
British forces. Barney's plan
called for the construction of a
flotilla containing smaller barges
and gunboats that would be able
to outmaneuver thelarger British
shipsin the shallow Chesapeake
waters. Theflotillafought in sev-
eral battles and played a key role
in draining British resour ces and
slowing the invasion. However,
Barney's Chesapeake Bay Flotilla
met itsend Aug. 22, 1814. After
the Battle of St. Leonard's Creek,
Barney was forced to flee up the
Patuxent River to what isnow
Highway 4, near Pig Point, Md.
Hewas outflanked, seriously
wounded, and had used up most
of hisammunition. Neyland said
it wastherethat Barney scuttled
hisflotilla, including the USS
Scor pion, to prevent the ap-
proaching British navy from com-
mandeering hisvessels. Asthe
flotilla sank, Barney and hisre-
maining crew left Pig Point and
made their way to join American
troops and citizen-soldier s fight-
ing at the Battle of Bladensburg,
Md. Asthe British for ces over-
camethe Americans, many of the
citizen-soldiersretreated, but
Barney and hiscrew stayed to
fight. In theend, they wereamong
thelast on the battlefield. Barney
died in Pittsburgh in 1818 while
traveling to Kentucky, where he
plannedtoretire.

Until now, littlewasknown about
the construction of Barney'sfleet
and, in particular, the Scor pion.
Historiansknew the Scor pion was
a converted gunboat, built in
1806. "Wereally don't know a
whole ot about the construction
of it," Neyland said, " other than

vessels." Inthelate 1970s, amateur
archaeologists found 13 vessels on the
same spot wher e Bar ney scuttled his
flotilla. Preliminary evidence sug-
gested the vessels dated to the War of
1812. " They verified that it wasa
War of 1812 vessel from recovered
parts of a surgeon'skit, [and from]
materialsthat wereappropriateto
theWar of 1812," Neyland said. The
ships' location suggested they were
part of Barney'sflotilla. But addi-
tional and deeper exploration yielded
evidence that removed all doubt that
theflotilla and the USS Scor pion had,
indeed, been found.

Archaeologists havefound somevery
telling personal items aboard one of
the vessels, Neyland said. " They
found agrog cup ... and theinitials
C.W. wereon that cup,” Neyland
said. " Theonly C.W. listed with
Barney was an African-American
sailor named Caesar Wentworth. He
was assigned to Barney's flagship,
called the Scor pion. So, hence, that's
part of the evidence that suggeststhe
wreck wearelooking at today isthat
of the Scorpion." With the excavation
under way, the plan isin placeto
make the USS Scor pion part of the
War of 1812 bicentennial commemo-
ration. The commemoration will start
in 2012 and continue through 2014.
The Scor pion will join the commemo-
ration in 2013. At that point, Neyland
said, heand histeam will put a steel
structure called a cofferdam--
around the 75-foot shipwreck. The
water will then be pumped out, thus
fully excavating the USS Scor pion.
Thismethod allowsamoredetailed
recording of artifactsand the hull,
Neyland said, and will allow for pub-
lic viewing both on the site and by
webcam. [Source: AFPS Bradley
Cantor article 20 Oct 2011 ++]
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Wisconsin Better Business Bureau Gives Advice to Veterans

Veterans scams can take many
forms. BBB providesthefollowing
information on different types of
offersand scamsthat can put our
veterans at jeopardy of becoming
victims of fraud, paying more for
|ther}151hanthey ouldor identity
theft.

Typesof Scams:

» Look out for firmsthat target
veterans and charge them for
products and services they can re-
ceivefreeor at lower cost else-
wher e, such asmilitary records
and forms.

* Be cautious of scammerswho
contact veterans saying that they
need to update their credit card
information or other recordswith
the Veterans Administration. The
scammersthen use the information
to commit identity theft.

* Be wary of bogus charities with
namesthat reference the Armed
Forcesand seek donations.

* Hang up on fraudsterscalling
themselves veterans' advocates
who try to convince veter ans that
they can get more benefitsby
transferring their investmentsinto
an irrevocable trust, which often
containsunsuitable investments.

* Military L oans: Flashy offers
promising " up to 40 per cent of
your monthly take home pay,”

' guar anteed loans," " instant ap-
proval,” "no credit check,” "all
ranksapproved," often come with
sky-high'interest ratesand hidden
fees designed to bilk borrowers out
of cash and damage financial secu-

rity.

* Housing: Adspromising military
discountsand too-good-to-be-truée
incentives use stolen photos of le-
gitimate rental propertiesto bait
rentersout of security depositsvia
money transfer schemes.

e Cars: Low-priced vehicles posted
on classified ad websitestout dis-
countsfor military personnel, or
claim to be from soldier swho need
to sell fast because they've been
deployed. Schemer s convince buy-
erstowiremoney; however, there
isno car for sale’sincethepicture

of the car and all of itsinformation
isstolen.

» Veterans For Hire: Thisscam
targets our younger veter-

ans. Scammer spose onlineasrep-
resentatives of government con-
tracting firms. When veter ans con-
tact them for ajob, they ask for a
copy of theveteran’s passport be-
forethey can officially offer them a
jaob. Of coursethereisnojob to
offer and the con artist now has
personal information that can be
used for identity theft.

What to do? BBB offershelp:
 Protect Finances: Never wire
transfer money to strangers.

» Check Companiesand Charities:
Resear ch companies at .
www.bbb.orgfor free BBB Reli-

ility Reportsor Charity Review
Reports.

» Defend Computers: Avoid visit-
ing unfamiliar sitesor opening e-
mailsfrom unknown senders. | n-
stall afirewall and updated anti -
virussoftware.

« Safeguard | dentities: Actively
deployed military personnel can

lacean " active duty alert" on_
heir credit reportsfo help mini-
mizetherisk of identity theft.
With thisalert, the Fair Credit
Reporting Act requirescreditors
and businessesto verify identities
beforeissuing or granting credit.
The Federal Trade Commission
offersadviceto help military fami-
lies deter, detect and defend from
identity theft.

* Report Scams: File complaints

with BBB, www.bbb.org, the FTC,
www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov, or
theTnternet P:nme(:omp ant
Center at www.ic3.gov.

What We Can Do; .
For those of usat home, if you re-
ceiveacall or mail from a veterans
organization asking for a donation,
do your research. Many, if not
most, veterans or ganizations use
rofessional fundraising or ganiza-
ionsthat can keep up to 85% or
mor e of donationsreceived. If they
donot ﬁrowdethequrmatlon,
ask if they areprofessional tele-
marketers. By law, they must dis-

closethisinformation. Also, many
of these veteran organizationsare
not tax deductible.’A legitimate
charity will allow you ampletime
to check them out: Visit
www.bbb.org/charity for alist of
nationally soliciting charitiesto
make sureany charity you'rein-
terested in donating to meets
BBB’s Standards.

Remember that federal agencies
do not contact veteransvia e-mail
or text. If they do call someone,
they don’t request personal infor-
mation. Veterans who receive sus-
picious cor respondence can con-
tact the Department of Veteran
Affairsat 1-877-222-8387 with
questions. You, can get information
on how to qualify for veteran’s
benefits by contacting your state
veterans affairs agency. You can
report suspiciouse-mails and
onlinescamstothe FBI at its
online complaint center.

BBB Military Line:

BBB offersour m|||tar§ personnel
information and help. Since 2004,
BBB Military Line has provided
freeresourcésto our military com-
munitiesin the areas of financial
literacy and consumer protection
through the efforts of 164 BBBs
acrosSthe U.S. Military personnel
may accessinformation at http://
www.bbb.org/ug/Military/ For the
[atest military consumer alertsand
information, follow us on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/
militaryline and on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/Mil_Line.

For moreinformation or further
inquiries, please contact the Wis-
consin BBB at
www.wisconsin.bbb.orgor 414-
847-6000 (metro Milwaukee),
g920)-734—4352 Appleton) or 1-
00-273-1002 (elsewherein Wis-
consin). ]
To.check on a company or charity

V|s|i|t www.wisconsin.bbb.org or
call I-800-273-1002
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POW/MIA Korean Veterans | dentified For Burial

Valuableartifactsstored away
and forgotten for decadesin a gov-
ernment war ehouse have been re-
covered and are being put to good
use. Thevalue of theserelicsisnot
monetary, but their eventual re-
discovery isexpected to proveto
beinvaluable to some families of
U.S. service members still missing
from the 1950-53 K orean War.
The Joint POW/MIA Accounting
Command (JPAC) over the past
six yearsretrieved 14,200 chest
radiographs (X-rays) representing
about 6,400 Gls missing from Ko-
rea, and the data have become key
in theidentification of Korea War
veterans buried as" unknowns' at
the National Memorial Cemetery
of the Pacific at Punchbowl, offi-
cialssaid. The accounting com-
mand, headquartered at Joint
BasePear| Harbor-Hickam, has
started using collar bone and ver -
tebrae X-raystaken when a ser-
vice member wasliving, and com-
paring them with remains previ-
ously buried at Punchbowl, to
makeidentifications. Theclavicle
and spinal comparisons are among
several lab advancesmadein the
past several yearsthat should ac-
celeratetheidentification of some
of the 867 Korean War
"unknowns' at Punchbowl, said
the command, known as JPAC.

John Byrd, director of JPAC's
Central Identification Laboratory,
said he began searching for old
chest radiographsin about 2001 or
2002. " | became awar e of them
because| read an old paper by an
anthropologist who had used those
radiographsfor astudy, and so |
thought, “Man, those would be a
treasuretrovefor us'" JPAC
members " kept asking the

(National Personnel Records Cen-
ter) in St. Louis, “Wherearethese
things?' And nobody knew," In
2005 the center decided to destroy
the X-rays because they wer e emit-
ting noxious gases, and to recover
the silver content. " Somebody luck-
ily remembered that JPAC had
been looking for these things and
contacted usand said, “You still
want these?'" JPAC, which is
tasked with investigating, recover -
ing and identifying missing Ameri-
can war dead, now has chest X-rays
for about 75 percent of the Korean
War missing, or about 6,400 indi-
viduals, officials said. The X-rays,
taken for tuberculosis screening,
are particularly useful because
DNA to make an identification a
preferred method can't be ex-
tracted from the Punchbowl! un-
knowns.

AccordingtotheCongressional Re-
sear ch Service, the 867 unknowns
came from two sour ces: 416 were
turned over by the North Koreans
following the armistice, and 451
were from U.S. Graves Registration
recovery effortsafter thewar. At
Kokura, Japan, all theremains
wer e processed by a U.S. Army unit
using formaldehyde as a preserva-
tive, which damaged the DNA se-
guence. Since DNA testing did not
begin until 40 yearslater in the
mid-1990s, those responsible for
preserving the remains were proba-
bly unawar e of the damage, there-
port said. The Congressional Re-
sear ch Servicelooked at the status
of the Punchbow! unknownsat the
request of U.S. Sen. Dick Lugar, R-
Ind. Most of the Punchbowl burials
took place on Memorial Day 1956.
Sincethen 22 had been disinterred,
and of those, onewastransferred to

the Tomb of the Unknowns at
Arlington National Cemetery, 13
had been identified since 1999,
and eight wer e being processed
for identification by JPAC, the
resear ch servicesaid in a27 SEP
report. JPAC provided a more
up-to-date snapshot: 11 disin-
terred thisyear alone, with six of
thoseidentified and three other
remainsundergoing " final" as-
surance reviews, the command
said. For 2012, JPAC said it has
an even mor e ambitious goal of
30 Punchbowl unknown disinter -
ments. As many as 400 sets of
Punchbowl K orean War un-
knowns may be ableto be tested
for identification given current
technologies — the most impor -
tant of which isthe chest radio-
graphic comparison, JPAC
spokesman M aj. Ramon Osorio
said. Thefewer number of disin-
terments and identificationsin
the past reflectsthe " careful ap-
proach we have taken over the
years," hesaid. " Per current
policy, we only exhumeremains
that we believe can be identified
inrelatively short order," Osorio
said. Thenew emphasisalso
comes with increased pressure
on JPAC toincreaseidentifica-
tionsasWorld War Il and Ko-
rean War familiesseekingare-
turn of lost loved onesthem-
selves start to die off. Excer pt of
articleby William Colearticle 8
Nov 2011 ++]

JPAC forensic anthropologist Carl Stephan.




SN’ 1M BJRYSNEM 0D
gem
33 U0 24,9\

pazeroaidde syuswiuioddy

SN'IM'BIRYSNEM 02 @)198.115) 40 SUBISIOA :[leW-3

€2v0-/8.026 Xed
9v¥0-/8/-0¢6 ‘duoyd

2865 1/ BLWOINBAA
65T X049 'O'd
183118 MJed 1S9\ 0€C
S0IMIBS SUBISIBA AIUNOD BIRYSNEAA

suesalap Aluno)d eleysnenn

S9JIAIBS

%

REPAIRSHOLDING UP ON THE TOMB OF THE UNKNOWNS

Repairsto large cracks that run
across the Tomb of the Unknowns
at Arlington National Cemetery
are finished and holding up well,
cemetery officials said, but the
recent work will be checked again
inthespringto seehow it fares
thiswinter. Heeding the advice of
preservationists who had feared
that the historic structurewould
bejeopardized with a botched
repair, the cemetery contacted
stone experts who appeared to
have developed theright grout for
thejob. Thecracksin one of the
most iconic monuments at the
country‘s premier military burial
ground had been repaired in 1975
and 1989. But in 2007, they be-
came visible. Onewas nearly 30

feet long; the other measured 16.2
feet. At thetime, the cemetery
announced plansto replace the
48-ton white marble monument.
Preservationists said that the
tomb, the site of the changing of
the guard ceremony, should be
repaired to maintain itsauthen-
ticity, and in April 2010, the
crackswerefixed. Last fall, how-
ever, cemetery officials noticed
that the grout wasflaking and, in
someareas, falling out. Again
prodded by National Trust for
Historic Preservation, the ceme-
tery consulted with experts. Last
month, a specially designed grout
wasused tofill thecracks, and
inspectors found the repairsto be
working well, a cemetery

spokeswoman said this week.
Preservationistswho had criti-
cized the cemetery for what they
said was lax over sight and poor
careof itshistoricartifactssaid
they are pleased with the pro-
gress. ? You don‘t want to get
thiswrong,? said Robert Nieweg,
thedirector of thetrust's south-
ern field office. [Sour ce: Wash-
ington Post Christian Davenport
article 27 Oct 2011 ++]




